CHAPTER   XIII
THE   TRAINING   OF   THE   WILL

PERSEVERATION AND PERSEVERANCE

IT was pointed out in the previous chapter that per-
sistence or perseveration is a characteristic of conation.
It is declared by psychologists to be innate and it
certainly varies from individual to individual. Thus of
two people who go to the same opera one may be almost
distracted afterwards by the persistence of the tunes from
which he cannot free himself, while the other cannot recall
a single one.1 This persistence does not seem to have any
connexion with general intelligence and most psychologists
now think it should be accounted as a factor in temper-
ament.

On the analogy of innate sympathy as the basis of sym-
pathetic imagination, one would be justified in assuming
a connexion between a man's innate perseveration and his
perseverance, or in other words, the persistent influence of
his will on his conduct. Further experiments may bring
to light some missed connexion, but so far none has been
found and Webb, in his investigation on Character, states
that from his results there appears to be a general factor
(' W) c that markedly dominates all the correlations
yielded by the estimate of moral qualities, the deeper social
virtues, perseverance, persistence; its nature is best
conceived in the light of our present evidence to be in
some close relation to " persistence of motives " that is to

11 once heard a man say he could not go again to The Beggafs
Opera because of the way the tunes haunted him!
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